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xnent of these virtues, he goes through the process of " dying to live ";
at every step he goes on living a larger and larger self.
He learns first to identify himself with his kith and bin, next his
friends and relations, then his caste' and country, and so on. In other
words, he gradually goes on including within his Self the'Self s9 of others,
realising the truth that their happiness is his happiness, and their
misery his own misery, and having faith in the assurance that such
expansion of the Self is sure ultimately to prove to him his own identity
with the Divine Self.
Such is the analysis of the sentiments involved in the conception o£^
AbJieda and such exactly is the ethical ideal insisted on in the Veddnta^
One has only to read the Bhagvat Gita to see how wrong it is to
suppose that Indian philosophers were simply soaring high in the
regions of speculations and cared little for the practical concerns of life.
That little Book,-whether a Eevelation or not in the sense in "which
orthodox Christians consider their Bible to be—is, indeed, a sacred
book in the fullest sense of the term and highly deserves the reverence
•which is paid to it both in Europe and America.
This is what one reads in Sir Edwin Arnold's Preface to his trans-
lation of the Bhagvat Gita:—
(c In plain but noble language, it unfolds a philosophical system
which remains to this day the prevailing Brahminic belief, blending
as it does the doctrines of Kapila, Patanjali and the Vedas. So lofty
are many of its declarations, so sublime its aspirations, so pure and
tender its piety, that Schlegel, after his study of the poem, breaks
forth into this outburst of delight and praise1 towards its unknown
author :—'Eeverence to the great [teachers] is counted by the Brah-
mins among the most sacred duties of piety. Therefore, tliou, Oh
most holy Poet, favoured of the Deity, whatever at length thou art
called among mortals, (thou) the author of this Lay, by the prophetic
strains of which, the mind soars to an eternal divine height, with a
certain unerring pleasure to thee, foremost, I say, I offer my salutation.
and constant adoration to the vestiges thou hast left."
(< Lassen re-echoes this splendid tribute; and, indeed, so striking
are some of the moralities here inculcated and so close the parallelism
1 The origins is in Latin;

